
Greetings ð 
 

This past fiscal year has been full of challenges with reduced funding and management changes. 
 

As a sub-unit of state government, the District receives its primary funding through the SC Department of Natural           
Resources (SC DNR) distributed in accordance with state law. We also receive funding from the county and very     
generous contributions of our Affiliate Members. We did have a budget shortfall from the state in 2010-11, but thanks 
to our legislative delegation and other members of the General Assembly, we received the majority of the normal   
funding. Our Affiliate Member contributions were down a little bit but not as much as we had expected. Contributions 
from the Affiliate members are used to assist in our education programs. This group of citizens and organizations are 
very important to us and we appreciate their annual generosity. County funding remained constant for which we are 
grateful. We would be unable to function without the support from Affiliate Members and the county and thank them 
for their participation. 
 

Management changes involved the resignation of Commissioner Rhett Bickley who retired from his position at        
Lexington County and moved to Georgia. The District recognized him as a Commissioner Emeritus on March 15, 
2011, Associate Commissioner Brent Weaver was appointed in September 2010 by the SC DNR Board to fulfill the 
balance of his term. We lost two staff members during 2010-11. Alivia Gunter, our Administrative Assistant, who had 
faithfully served the District for over five years, accepted a position with the Lexington County Public Works           
Department. Alivia was recognized by the SC Association of Conservation Districts in January 2011 as the Outstanding 
District Employee for the state. We welcomed Tina Blum who was hired as the Administrative Assistant in October 
2010. As a result of state budget cuts, the SC DNR budget was drastically cut resulting in the loss of the county        
conservation coordinators. Joy Boswell Sullivan had served in the Lexington Conservation District for 15 years. Among 
the many duties she performed was the education program with local schools that is so much a part of what our      
District does. We still have education as a priority but it means we have had to adjust the workload of remaining staff 
and others. This provides an excellent opportunity for recent retirees to volunteer with us as we revamp our education 
program. 
 

Hollow Creek Watershed Directors, Verne Caughman, Tony Craps, P.C. Rikard, Jr., William Scott, and Paul Swygert, 
were re-elected in November. These directors have the responsibility to manage the watershed around Hollow Creek. 
They arenõt that visible but they do a valuable service in maintaining the watershed. We appreciate all they do. 
 

Commissioners Fred Taylor and Kathy Hensley were re-elected to four year terms in November 2010. New officers for 
2011 were elected in February 2011 ð Kathy Hensley as Chair, Dwight Davis as Vice-chair, and Brent Weaver as   
Treasurer. Dwight Davis serves as Vice-chair of the SC Association of Conservation Districts and Larry Nates serves as 
a Director of the National Association of Conservation Districts. The District nominated Commissioner Nates to be 
the South Carolina inductee into the Southeast Region Hall of Fame which was approved and that will occur on       
August 1, 2011. 
 

For many years, two persons appointed by the District board have served on the East Piedmont RC&D Council made 
up of nine counties from the midlands to the northwest part of the state.  Associate Commissioner Wayne Grooms and 
Commissioner Kathy Hensley served as our members for 2010-11. However, due to a decision by Congress not to   
include the program in the 2011 budget, the East Piedmont RC&D Council has been disestablished. 
 

Even with our challenges, we have been busy assisting the countyõs Public Works Department staff with a DHEC 319 
grant looking at water quality in the Hollow Creek Watershed; assisting local land owners with pond and other water 
related problems; sponsoring workshops on tree care, beaver management, and feral hog management; assisting White 
Knoll High School with advice on plantings; several school classroom presentations; participation in a number of soil 
and water related meetings that affect Lexington County; and other miscellaneous work. 
 

I invite you to read about our recognitions at our annual banquet elsewhere in this report. There are a lot of people to 
thank for the successes we have as a Soil and Water Conservation District.  It is truly a team effort from the Hollow 
Creek Watershed Directors named above; the Lexington County Public Works Department staff John Fechtel, Sheri 
Armstrong, and Synithia Williams; the Lexington County Council; the US Department of Agriculture NRCS and FSA 
staff; the SC DNR Conservation Program Director Marc Cribb;  to our Associate Commissioners Wayne Grooms and 
Hugh Caldwell and Commissioner Emeritus Raymond Caughman and our staff of Bill Melven, District Manager, and 
Tina Blum, Administrative Assistant. On behalf of the Commissioners, thank you for your dedication and support! 
 

Kathy Hensley, Chair 
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Lexington Soil & Water  Conservation District  

ANNUAL REPORT 2010 - 2011 
OBJECTIVE ONE:  

 

Conservation Education 

Commissioner Larry Nates 

 

 Conservation presentations in school classrooms 
were less this year due to the loss of our major educator in 
the Conservation District office. Joy Sullivanõs position with 
SC DNR was not funded. We did make some presentations 
that related to soils, water and careers, and the life cycle of 
some pond animals. We also continue to help with Clemson 
Extension youth program called the 4-H2O Pontoon Camp 
for 20 youth. The District co-sponsored public workshops 
dealing with construction of Rain barrels, Rain Gardens, 
Tree Care, and beaver and wild hog management.           
Attendance at these six workshops totaled more than 130 
people. 
 The major event in this Objective was our Annual 
Recognition Banquet. 

          Bill Melven, District 
Manager and Hugh Caldwell, 
Associate Commissioner 
headed up Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÅÁÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
Wild Hogs Management 
7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐȱ held on March 
30, 2011. It was very        
successful. 

Kathy 
Hensley, 
Chair 
SWCD and 
Tina Blum 
assisted. 

Kathy Hensley gave opening remarks  and               
Commissioner Fred Taylor was also in attendance. 
There were a total of 37 in attendance: 5 speakers  
(Jay Butfiloski, James Edens, Noel Myers, Charles Ruth 
and Dr. Greg Yarrow), 27 attendees, and 5 sponsors.  
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,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎ 37#$ ÁÎÄ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÈÅÌÄ Á ȰTree 

#ÁÒÅ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐȱ on Friday, February 18, 2011 at the 

Red Bank Crossing in Lexington. Hugh Caldwell, 

Wayne Grooms, Bill Melven and Tina Blum assisted 

with the workshop. There were a total of 38 attendees: 

7 speakers (Bill Blackston, Mike Bozzo, Robbie        

Derrick, Brad Farmer, Francis Waite, Jimmy Walters 

and Synithia Williams), 25 attendees, and 6 sponsors.  

Bill Melven taught 20 students (ages 10-12) at the 
#ÌÅÍÓÏÎ %ØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ Ȱ4-(φτ 0ÏÎÔÏÏÎ #ÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȱ 
about water quality and fishing with a seine. Tina 
Blum, SWCD and Rafael Mendez, USDA assisted. 



Commissioner Dwight Davis,        
Vice-Chair, presented the Service 
Award to Billy Derrick. The 12 years 
he served on the Lexington County 
Council, he was a strong supporter 
of the Lexington SWCD programs, 
making landmark changes in some 
of the county Ordinances.  

Dwight Davis honored Joy Sullivan, with 
a Special Recognition award. She served 
ρυ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÓ $.2ȭÓ  0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÆÏÒ 
the Lexington SWCD. She has managed the 
statewide Envirothon  program for all 
high school teams  in  the  state  for       
several years. She helped teachers plan 
and install outdoor classrooms for         
students to learn about our natural              
resources. When she was in the indoor 
classroom, she taught the kids about 
SWAPA (Soil, Water, Air, Plants and     
Animals) where they learned the             
interconnectivity among the parts of our    
natural environment. The Conservation    
District and the citizens of Lexington 
County will miss having her expertise,  
enthusiasm and willingness to work so 
effectively in the natural resource area. 

Senator Nikki Setzler accepted the 
Friend of Conservation Award from 
Commissioner Kathy Hensley, Chair. 
He has served 33 years as a Senator in 
the South Carolina Senate and is a     
member of the Lexington County    
Legislative Delegation. He is a          
supporter of the Lexington SWCD   
programs.    

Commissioner Kathy 
Hensley, Chair of the       
Le x ing t on  SWCD ,            
p r e s e n t e d  t h e                 
Outstanding Achievement 
Award to Riverbanks Zoo 
and Botanical Garden.           
Accepting the award were 
Satch Krantz (right),    
Executive  Director and 
John Davis (left), Curator 
of Mammals. The River-
banks Zoo and Botanical 
Garden has been            
nationally recognized and         
accredited for its efforts 
and best management 
practices. 

ƹ   SERVICE AWARD 
Billy Derrick &  
Commissioner Dwight Davis 
 

     Ʒ   OUTSTANDING  
ACHEIVEMENT AWARD 

John Davis, Commissioner 
Kathy Hensley, Chair & Satch Krantz 
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ƶSPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD 
Commissioner Dwight Davis & Joy Sullivan 

ƶ FRIENDS OF CONSERVATION AWARD-
Senator Nikki Setzler & Commissioner 

Kathy Hensley, Chair 

ñThe object is to teach the students to see the land, to understand what he 

sees, and enjoy what he understands.ò ð Aldo Leopold  

ƶSPECIAL  
RECOGNITION AWARD 

Wade Hall  & Bill Melven, 
SWCD District Manager  

Bill Melven, presented 
Wade Hall, employee of 
the Lexington County 
Stormwater Division, the 
Special Recognition 
Award for his assistance 
on a special Wetland  
Educational graphic sign 
project.    

Lexington SWCDôs ñAnnual Recognition Banquetò Winners 

ƹ  Division I -  
Rural Life 

1st Jennah Riffle &  
2nd Alexander 

Long 

PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS 

 There are two divisions in which          

students compete, Division I is for students 

9th-12th grade and Division II is for students 

6th-8th grade. There are 4 categories in 

which students enter photos. There were a 

total of 212 photos received this year.     

Photos were judged on composition,      

originality, and effectiveness of conveying 

the theme of the category. 

      $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ )) ÈÁÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÅÎÔÒÙȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 

winner is Douglas Dooley, Jr.  His pictures 

impressed us and the judges felt he           

deserved 1st Place in all four categories. 

ƶTyler Johnson, 2011          
Scholarship Winner &    

Commissioner Brent Weaver ,  
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ƶDivision I ɀ Native Wildlife 
HM Michaela Rule, 2nd Alice  

Stevens, & 1st Rachael Martin 

ƶDivision I - Landscape 
2nd Brianna Close, 1st Alice Stevens,  

HM Jennah Riffle, & 
Larry Nates LSWCD Commissioner  

ƶ Division Iɀ  
Trees & Plants 

1st Alice  
Stevens &  

2nd Hannah 
Baldwin  

Ʒ   Division II ɀ 1st in 
all four categories 

Douglas Dooley, Jr. & 
Commissioner Larry 

 TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎ 37#$ ÇÁÖÅ Ô×Ï #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ Ȱ4ÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒȱ 

awards, presented by Commissioner Fred Taylor. To a dedicated 

Environmental Science teacher, Dr. Lisa Ruth from Chapin High 

School. Also, to Mr. Kendrick Kerr from Pine Ridge Middle School. 

(ÉÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ Á Ȱ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ /ÕÔÄÏÏÒ #ÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȱ 

which incorporated plants, ecology, rocks, weather and        min-

erals, and a school-wide recycling program.  

ƹ   Kendrick 
Kerr, Pine Ridge 
Middle School 
 
Ʒ  Dr. Lisa Ruth, 

Chapin High 
School &           

Commissioner 
Fred Taylor 

2011 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

   The   Annual    Recognition     Banquet    was    held    on  

   Thursday, May 12, 2011 at T & S Farms in Batesburg. 

Lexington Soil & Water Conservation District announced the recipients of two 

2011 Scholarships presented by Commissioner Brent Weaver.  

          The Scholarship winners were Tyler Johnson (pictured above), a senior 

who attends Irmo High School and Joshua Brewton (photo not available), a    

senior who attends Lexington High School. Both young men will attend     

Clemson University in the fall.   

Lexington SWCDôs ñAnnual Recognition Banquetò Winners 



OBJECTIVE THREE:   

 

Conservation in Rural Communities 

Commissioner Dwight Davis 

 
 Conservation Technical Assistance for the rural 

residents has mainly involved USDA Cost-share programs. 

A few farmers have requested assistance for wildlife habitat 

improvement. Several farmers have been interested in    

establishing Long Leaf pine stands in open areas.  
 

 Pond owners continue to request technical         

assistance primarily for aquatic weed control problems. We 

had over 100 requests for technical assistance this year. 
 

 A few problems with fish dying were reported. 

Some were caused by excessive growth of the blue-green 

algae which can cause problems related to oxygen depletion 

that cause fish to die, and possible toxic water for  livestock 

as well as people if they come in contact with the water.  

Two cases of leeches were reported. 
 

 Beavers, failing pond risers and erosion of the pond 

banks still persist. The Board sponsored a beaver and wild 

hog management workshop that was attended by about 35 

people. Our guest speakers were from Clemson, the       

Department of Natural Resources and USDA Wildlife    

Services. 
 

 We also co-sponsored a Tree Care Workshop with 

Lexington Countyõs Robbie Derrick. Again we had around 

40 in attendance.   
 

 Lexington County Stormwater Division secured a 

319 grant through DHEC to help work on the water quality 

problem in the Hollow Creek Watershed. The Conservation 

District and the USDA-Natural Resource Conservation   

Service staffs assisted with this effort to improve the water 

quality. There are two parts to this project. One being 

farmer/livestock related and the other related to failing  

septic tanks for individual home owners.   
 

 Some good progress has been made working with 

the local residents and the public agencies that include the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), SC Department 

of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC), Lexington 

County DHEC and Stormwater Division, and USDA  

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). The     

Hollow Creek Watershed Board of Directors and the     

Lexington Soil and Water Conservation District are also 

involved with this group. 
 

 Technical assistance to the farming community was 

provided by USDA-NRCS staff. 
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Dear SWCD members, 
 

The following information is a brief summary 
of what has been done during fiscal year 2011 from my 
staff and me. 

We have received more than 70 phone calls      
providing technical advice for the benefit of our 
natural resources. 
6 Animal Waste Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP) applications totaling $210,000 
were filed and submitted, 5 of them has been    
eligible but not approved at the time of this report. 
11 EQIP Cropland-Pastureland applications      
totaling $128,000 were filed and submitted. 5     
Applications were funded thru EQIP totaling 
$85,000 on over 300 acres. 
1 Farm Ranch and Land Protection Program 
(FRPP) were filed and submitted. 
1 Conservation Stewardship Program application 
was funded. 
Attended 3 Hollow Creek Watershed Meetings 
with Lexington SWCD, Lexington SWD, and 
DHEC to talk about 319 funds availability to    
reduce E. coli bacteria with conservation practices. 
As a result of these meetings 5 conservation plans 
were written on over 400 acres. Conservation   
practices included in these plans are fencing, wells, 
and water tanks, pasture planting and grazing  
management. 
7 Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)  
applications were filed and assisted by SC Forestry 
Commission. 
3 Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) were filed 
and assisted by SC Forestry Commission. 
3 WHIP Longleaf Pine Initiative Application for 
2011 $45,000 
2 WHIP Longleaf Pine Initiative approved totaling 
around $40,000. 

 
Most of the cost-share practices that were 

planned and funded address Water and Soil Quality 
and Wildlife improvements concerns. This work was 
completed thanks to the assistance of the Lexington 
SWCD, Lexington Stormwater Division, SC Forestry 
Commission and DHEC. 

 
 

From the desk of your DC 
 
 

Rafael O Mendez 
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OBJECTIVE TWO:   

 

Conservation in Urban Communities 

Commissioner Fred Taylor 

 

 A total of 22 requests were received for technical 

assistance relating to soil and excess water problems around 

homes. The Tree Care Workshop, Rain Barrel and Rain 

Garden Workshops, were directed to the urban population. 

The District donated the rain barrel to help       

students at Gilbert High School wisely use their 

natural resource of water. Ƹ 

Several workshops were put on 
by the Stormwater Division of 
Public Works, with  Clemson 
Extension. Bill Melven, District 
Manager and Commissioner 
Hugh Caldwell  assisted. The 
rain barrel workshops were 
open to the public and very 
well received. The class       
involved the reason for the rain 
barrel, how to use it and finally 
the making of your own       
barrel. Ƹ 

Ƹ Tree Care workshop was very well           

attended. Most of those in attendance 
came from Lexington, Irmo, Chapin, and 

Columbia, while there were some that 
traveled from as far as Myrtle Beach and 

Hartsville to attend the workshop. The 
workshop covered topics such as        

Identification and Evaluation of Hazardous 
Trees, Landscaping and Water Quality,  

Integrated Pest Management, Structural 
Pruning of Young Trees, New Species and 

Design Elements, Legal Aspects of      
Preserving Trees, and Landscape and 

Open Space Ordinances.  

 

Bill Melven, District Manager is very active 
in helping the rural community with their 

water problem. There has been 22        
request from homeowners for technical 

assistance with  water problems around 
their homes. Some of these water      

problems consist of roof run off, gutter 
down spouts and grown water. Some of 

the solutions are French drains, rain     
gardens and rain barrels. Bill will write a 

trip  report for them and recommend 
what to do.  

 

22  REQUEST  


